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Endless Canvas: How many years 
have you been doing the Graff thing? 
Optimist: I guess it all started in the 
7th grade in Oakland California. Thats 
when it caught my eye, and I started 
taggin, but didn’t really start writing 
and painting and getting involved till 


around 98 so around 11 years.? 


EC: Did you come up with your name 
or was it given? 

Optimist: At first it was just TIM, cus 
my friends said i look like A TIM.. and 
some other secret reasons that cant be 
discussed here, so I just started writing 
TIM. Then one night I was all pissed 


Real talk from TIM the OPTIMIST 


about something, and I was bitching 
and moaning to AIDER and he said, in 
a sarcastic manor: “There you go 
again. OPTIMISTIC TIM”, and was 
like ooh that has a nice ring to it. And 
wrote out the word OPTIMISTIC, then 
OPTIMIST and was feelin it. And it 
was a sign for me to really try to be a 
more positive person on this earth. So I 
figured that if I wrote a positive word 
all the time on everything and focused 
my life on something really positive I 
would Subconsciously be a better 
person. Sounds cheesy, but at that 
point in life I was all fucked up. 


EC: What graffiti artists influences 
your work? Could you go into some 


detail how. 


Optimist: I would have to say 
LEWSE (TFL), JAPAN (DE), BEATS 
(SB, TNS), ELSE (HA), DRAMA 
(DE), pretty much every body in TDK, 
RIP DREAM, A lot of these people 
besides the DE’s were painting a lot 
when I was younger and I would see 
their pieces up in the yards in Oakland 
and be amazed, and I think their styles 
stuck with me. But there have been 
other people who have influenced me 
in other ways when it comes to 
Graffiti, not just the style of it, but the 
state of mind and bombing and 
racking. Good friends of mine like 
PLANTREES, UDON, DESTN, 
AIDER, YEOL, and DRAMA. There 
is a lot more to Graffiti then just the 
painting, the state of mind surrounding 
graffiti is what influences the painting. 
And thats what’s important. your 
intentions behind graffiti is important, 
i feel like a lot of people do it for the 


wrong reasons. 


EC: Was there anyone or more tag that 
influence you own hand-style? 
Optimist: LEWSE (LORDS) 


EC:. What influences your work other 
than graffiti? 
Optimist: My surroundings 


EC: Is beer good or bad? 
Optimist: Good 


EC: Rate your love for the police on a 


scale of 1-10, 10 being the highest? 
Optimist: -100.. Fuck the police, ‘ 
straight up an down. Muther fuckers 
have never helped me out ever.. There 


are not here to serve and protect. They 


are here to control and oppress 


EC: Would you call yourself a tagger, 
bomber, artist or what? And could you 
givea reason why? 

Optimist: I would like to call myself a 
real writer, I try to do it all. I suck at 
throwups though. But I’m working on 
that. yeah I’m artist. But keep my __ 
graffiti and my Fine art in two 
different worlds. I guess you could say 


I’m a creative person, and graffiti 


keeps me loose and young 


EC; On average how many times do 
you go out and paint in a month? 
Optimist:I tag every day, but I go out 
and paint trains at least 3 times a 
month, maybe more. And paint a piece 
a few times a month. Depends on my 


mood and who’s in town. 


EC: What era/ region of graffiti do 
you hold up as the greatest (NYC 80 
Subway, 90’s LA, etc...... y? 
Optimist: NYC 80’s for sure.. it was 
the birth.. the beginning. It must have 
been amazing and mind-blowing to 
see whole car burners smashing 
through the city on the elevated rail in 
NYC in the 80s. Wish I coulda been 
around then. and OAKLAND and San 
Francisco in the early 90s. That was 
the golden age for the west coast as far 
as I’m concerned. So many dope 


people writing and not really getting in 


that much trouble. 


EC: What situation would you actually 
kill for a beer? 
Optimist: No situation. Its not that big 


of a deal. 


EC: What got you started making art 
or keeps you making art? 

Optimist: My dad was the biggest 
influence in my lIfe. and I miss him a 
lot. RIP. If I didn’t make art I would be 
a boring ass muther fucker loser. So I 
guess I keep myself making art 
because if I didn’t I wouldn’t know 
what else to do . Real talk 


EC: What is your favorite beer? 


Optimist: Serria Nevada pain ale. 


EC:On avg. how much beer do you 
drink in a week? If you could put that 
in oz. that would be great? 

Optimist: Now-days, none, I’m sober 
then a mug. but i will start drinking on 
October 20th. I went on a 6 month 
detox program. 

EC: So 0oz 


EC: You told me you make a living 
doing fine art, I don’t know if you 
want to share this info, if not tell me 
i’ll take it out. For a person that 
hasn’t seen your fine art does it look 
like anything like your street work? 
Optimist: It looks nothing like my 
graffiti, except its clean, I try to make 


it all clean. 


EC: Do you see you fine art and 
graffiti as different things or the 
same? 

Optimist: Completely different, I 
plan out my fine art to the T. 
measuring and preparing till I know 
exactly how its going to work then 
do it. I use tools and a lot of different 
paint products and brushes and shit. 
With Graffiti, I don’t plan shit. I just 
do it. Thats why I love it so much, 
cus graff is the only form of art I can 
do without planing or sketching. It 
just comes out of me the way it does 
and then I can forget about it. Its not 
permanent and its expendable. There 
is a lot of pressure on me when it 


come to fine art. everything has to be 


perfect. 


EC: What size? 

a 120z 

b 160z 

c 240z 

d 400z 

Optimist: I really don’t care about 
beer that much. Alcohol has ruined 
peoples lives who I was really really 
close with, I don’t know what the big 
deal is about drinking. Shit is stupid ag 
fuck. I’m over that. 


EC: Have you done stencils or wheat 
paste? (if not) Have you ever thought 
of doing such things? 

Optimist: NO, only for a joke. I don’t 
think that stencils or wheat paste are 
graffiti at all, it takes too much 
planing, Its not spontaneous and there 
is no expression at the moment you do 


it. Its weak. 


EC: Do you see a different between 
what some call “street art” from what 


some call “ego graff/ tagging”? 


about the Ego and a lot of the time it 
is, and it can destroy you, but yeah 
there is a difference. Street art is shit 
that fools take there time on and think 
about it and might even get paid to do. 
I tag cus I love doing it, its like an 
addiction. And its about the placement 
too, a lot, its like installation art. Some 
people tag in order to boost their ego, 
some tag cus they just cant stop and 
some people tag cus they like it and 
you can get real creative depending on 


where you tag. 


EC: What is your feelings on the buff? 
Optimist: FUCK THE BUFF, the city 
would save so much fucking money if 
they just buffed every six months or 
something. Graffiti ain’t gonna stop. 


You cant stop it, so why keep wasting 


tax money on it and getting all mad 


about it and trying to devise new ways 
of fucking people over for it. Just let it 
run its course. shit. Real talk fuck the 
buff 


EC: You can only pick one to save 
from total destruction.? 

a. your mom 

b. your girlfriend 

c. your beer 

Optimist: Fuck this question 

EC: Wrong 


EC: Any crazy ass story, that happen 
while you were painting (like seeing 
some naked dude skipping down street 
singing don’t go for chasing 
waterfalls)? 

Optimist: Yeah a lot of crazy shit has 


happened. To much to mention. A lot 


of weird shit with homeless people and 
stray dogs. Also doing graffiti in other 
countries is wild, thats where the really 
weird shit happens. Keep that IRON 


strong . 


EC: Could you give a brief history of 
your graffiti career? 

Optimist: As a kid, was amazed by 
graffiti and wanted to do it. Started 
doing it, got caught, went to jail. moms 
bailed me out. Told me to stop. Tried 
to stop. Couldn’t. kept doing it.. This 
time did it bigger and better. Got my 
house raided, went to jail again, this 
time for a month. Got out, paid my 
fines, was told to really stop this time. 
Tried to stop, met AIDER, turned into 
TIM, kept doing it, bigger and better 
this time. Met PLANTREES, started 
painting freights, then got really 
addicted, decided I couldn’t stop. Got 
into DE, did it even bigger, CHEK told 
me to move to Taiwan. So I moved 


there and exploded, went crazy with 


Graffiti, convinced people to move there, 
We did it real big for two years, moved 
back to the bay and here I am now, still 


doing it.? 


EC: Anybody you would like to shout out 
or give thanks to? 

Optimist: Shout outs to the whole DE 
crew. but more specifically : AIDER, 
JAPAN, DRAMA, YEOL, GRIZLEY, 
PLANTREES. AND THE HOMMIE 
UDON, DERSK, NOE, CHEK, DESTN, 
TUNKS, SAFETY FIRST, SAYME, 
LEWSE, NESTA, YMIG, CENCE(BY]), 
10 FOLD, LIL, NAKA, ZEN TEN, 
MOCK,(even though he never calls me), 
BABY NICOLE, IDEL, and anybody i 
forgot. my bad. 


EC: Any project or show you want to 
mention? 

Optimist: Yeah, the truck show is coming, 
peep my flickr. jackhammers and 


butterflies for more info and images..word 
uppeaceTIM the OPTIMIST 
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Evidence Of Microwave Harassment 
Emanations In This Area 


Irradiation Signals Of < 600 Mhz 
Voice Modulated Electro Magnetics Upon 
Biological Subordinates = Auditory Perception 
Of Pulsed Signal Aka “Synthetic Telepathy” 


M.K. Ops On Urban Pops Covert Mind / Body Control 


SUPPRESSION OF NATURAL — 
STATES OF DIVINE 
NONCHALANCE CAUSING 
NORMALCY AND 

OTHER DISABILITIES 


PUBLIC FOREWARNING 
ACCORDING TO RESEARCH 
SURVEY NON:028 


Elseeshore Public Barks 4 (888) 717-7517 
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S | @ K J O K E an interview with graffiti artist Loge 
NOVEMBER 2009 ; 


HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN MAKING ART AND WHEN DID IT 
TRANSLATE INTO GRAFFITI? 
As long asi can remember. | used to draw bizarre shit even as a kid and it used to freak my 3 
mother out. It didn't really translate into anything as far as graffiti or street art until | was older. A 
far as graffiti goes, | got a late start. It wasn't until! was about 16 or 17 that! started to translate 
what! was doing into anything public. 


WHAT GOT YOU STARTED MAKING ART OR KEEPS YOU MAKING ART? 
Death. We will all be dead soon and | feel many people, though they are breathing are dead. 
ready. Graffitiis one of the only things that keeps me going, that keeps me from feeling like ma 
chinery. 


YOU WENT THROUGH A PERIOD OF HEAVY WHEAT PASTING. AROUND WHEN WAS THAT, _ 
WHAT KIND OF WORK WERE YOU PUTTING UP AND WHAT MOTIVATED YOU TO START PAINTI 
LARGE SCALE GRAFFITI PIECES 
INSTEAD? i 
| started out stenciling and shit like that. Then tagging, then | got into wheat pasting, then pain 
ing, then stopped painting for a long time and just tagged and wheatpasted random shit. At 
one point me and my homey started wheat pasting weird cut out posters we were making 
called "SUCKER." We were both really into this book called the Third Mind" by William Burroug 
and Bryon Gison at the time. That had a lot to do with it and to me and my homey it was an 
answer to the slick, marketable wheat pasting we were seeing everywhere. It was fun, but it we 
too controlled and by the time | got to the Bay | sort of grew bored with it. q 


WHY DID YOU CHOOSE THE ALIAS LOGO? 
It just happen. When | was a kid | noticed that everything boiled down to bullshit "brands" and 
“logos.” They are just symbols but for some reason they have all of this sway over people like a 
flag or a corporate emblem. As a joke | used to draw these odd faces and deformed charact 
with the word "logo" at the bottom. This all started as a sick joke and just grew out of control. 


WHAT GRAFFITI ARTISTS INFLUENCE YOUR WORK? 
At first, barely any. The biggest influence for me as a kid was ESPO, Sane-Smith, Basquiat and 
that whole crowd, but it was really much lesser known people that inspired me the most. } 
Kevin Taylor used to paint these huge portraits on brown butcher paper and paste them up alll 
over a handful of cities in the southeast. | never saw het 
anything like that before. 
There's also the entire SF graffiti scene of the 90's. 
| don't think there are many graff or street artists 
who came up over the last 10 to 15 years that 
have not been influenced by what came 
out of San Francisco at that time and 
of course R. Crumb. | drew a lot of influence 
from artists like Hans Haacke. | found out 
about him through my cousin when | was 
in high school, so iracked his book 
of art from the school library. 
His earlier stuff is killer and way 
ahead of its time. He was doing 
mock ads for crooked politicians and 
corporations, exposing how fucked up 
the South African apartheid government was 
and he did it all through these amazing pieces 


and parodies. | learned 
more about the state of fe ce nagerm 
UNDLES 


the world during that 
period by looking at his 
stuff then | could ever 
imagine reading some 
bullshit history book. That's 
partly what! wanted to 
be abie to do. To be able 
to make a clear statement 
about my surroundings 
through public art and not 
a bunch of words. I'm not sure I've 
even come close, but that is where 
i drew alot of my ideas and desire 
to get up from. 


rm, 


LOOKING AT YOUR CHARACTERS ITS SEEM YOU HAVE RUNNING THEMES, | 
(ORANGE MONSTER, WEIRD ALIEN LOOKING THING AND OTHERS). 
IS THERE PERFECT MEANING TO THESE CHARACTERS? 

It just depends. People ask me all the time “what is that shit?" To me, it is what 
atit, like it, despise it, or just see it, want it to be. A while back my room mate w 
total douche who worked for some bank. | remember we got drunk one night 
up the nerve to start questioning me about the characters. He said he and 
seeing it on their way to work every day and the images they saw got them 
knew | was on to something. More than anything else though, it is a reflect 
around me and to a large extent, what | see inside myself. There are all of 
writers and people out there who talk about the "movement and al 
comes down to it they are as much a part of the shitstem as those they 
system -- I'm not going to bullshit anyone. | try to fight it in my own little’ 
This is my way of coping with it. 


CORRECT ME IF I'M WRONG BUT | HEARD YOU DO COMIC STRIPS | 
USING YOUR CHARACTERS? 
Sometimes. I've been lagging lately. 


WHY DO YOU CHOOSE TO NOT PAINT LETTERS? 
| actually paint them once in a while, but I've never been that into it 
enough letters out there anyway...characters tend to make people 
at graff check it out. 


ON AVERAGE HOW MANY TIMES DO YOU GO OUT AND PAINT IN 4 
| don't. | have teams of hired hipsters who do it for me. It's much easi 


DOES MUSIC INFLUENCES YOUR WORK? 


another. Movies are the same way. For a while alli watched was "Batt 
seen it, you would know what i mean. 


WHO DO YOU WRITE FOR? YOURSELF? THE PEOPLE? A DE ; oO 
First, | write for myself. Second | write for people. People wha usually don't lik 
because at one point! didn't, though that has all changed now. 


WHAT WERE SOME OF THE TACTICS THE POLICE WERE U 
CATCH GRAFFITI WRITERS IN THE EAST BAY? : 
They'll use whatever works. They'll set up fake myspace ang 
bunch of shit online -- posing as a real writer and try to draw 


ANY CRAZY STORIES THAT HAPPENED TO YOU WHILE YOU W 
A few. The craziest by far was four or five years back. |had b 
and came back to the east bay drunk off my ass and hungry. 
billboard | had scoped out and wanted to take down for mai 
corners in Oakiand, just filled with crackheads, dealers and of cours 
up there, started the outline and started to hear muffled noises. At firs 
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What the fuck do you do when it's literally seven on one? Especially when a few of them had 
thing on them. If you are in the area! was in, you don't square up unless you want to get free 
reconstructive face surgery and you don't get knocked down or you are going to the hospital 
| barely got clipped, but then they just swarmed in. | threw my back pack filled with paint ove 
my head and they just hammered down on the shit. One of the cats tried to shank me but 
wasn't close enough and! had mass amounts of layers on. | got away with a little 

vertical mark that barely broke the skin right on my gut and a tiny bump on my head but all 
paint. All things considered, | was fucking lucky. 


YOU PAINT A LOT IN EAST AND WEST OAKLAND, WATTS AND OTHER NEIGHBORHOODS 
THAT SOME CONSIDER PRACTICALLY WAR ZONES. HOW DOES THiS AFFECT YOU AND YOUR 
WORK? WHY DO YOU CHOOSE THESE PLACES OVER ‘SAFER’ PLACES? 

've never thought about it. | just paint. | think a lot of writers stick to mostly "safe" areas, for 
me... well shit... | like to be on some Cyrus shit... it's all out there... it's all our turf. 


HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT THE 8 YEARS OF WAR ON AFGHANISTAN? ARE WE SAFER? 
Of course we are. Every time a baby is killed or deformed a warm breeze of freedom slithers 
through the air and makes everything OK. Fuck that war over there and fuck the one 
happening over here. 


ANY PROJECT OR SHOW YOU WANT TO MENTION? 
A backdrop for a Botox convention. 


ANYBODY YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHOUT OUT OR GIVE THANKS TO? ‘ 
The road dogs... COPS, AURA and OHBOY... to CEAVER, BRAG, MIGUEL, CERN and the whole 
fam, the homies GATS, MEME, BROKE, HIER, STUEY... and everyone out their actually doing it. 
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